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PREFACE. 



PERHAPS fome Readers may think too much notice has 
been taken of an Anonymous Pamphlet, which might 
othcrwife have funk into difregard or oblivion. — Let it be 
confidered, however, that the things which have been fo 
broadly fpoken by it's Author, will probably be infinuated by 
more able and even excellent men : and, while they remain 
unacquainted with the Proceedings and Motives of Village 
Preachers, they may ignorantly oppofe endeavours to obtain 
the benevolent end in which their pious hearts, were their 
prejudices removed, would fincerely rejoice. • 

I have not meddled with the controvcrfy between the 
Church of England and the Diffcnters, though fo much en- 
larged on by the Appellant. Neither my plan nor inclination 
led me to engage in that warfare. I wifh ferious Minifters, 
in both Communions, would do all they can, in their refpec- 
tivc fpheres, to promote pure religion : keeping out of view 
thofe circurnftantials^ rcfpefting which we differ, — Still, I 
muft fay, that Diffenters have no reafon to tremble for their 
caufe, while oppofed by an Adverfary who appears to know 
very little of the Grounds and Reafons of our Diflent,* and, 
I am forry to fay, frequently makes contempt and abufe fup- 
ply the place of argument. The defeat of fuch a champion 
would be no triumph. 

• If the Reader wiflies to fee thefe things treated of, he may refer to 
Towgood's Letters to White ; and with regard to " Schifm and John 
"Calvin," he may confult Sir. R. Hill's "Apology for Brotherly 
** Love ;'• where he will find peaceable Diffenters vindicated from Schifm 
by an able Church of England Divine,— ajnd John Calvin's character fet 
in a true light, (p. 179— 1 88 J 



• ^ ' * ( vi ) 

Some perhaps may fmilc at my title, as af][efting quaint- 
nefj. I confefs I wifh it to ftrikc the eye, in thefc days of 
Apologies. I have introduced the term " vital rdigion" for 
which the excellent Mr, Wilberforce has been fo much ridi- 
culed ; and I adopt it, becaufe I would have the Reader at 
once underfland what caufc wc wifh to diffufe by Village 
Preaching ; and becaufe it imports that life, vigour, and 
warmth in religion, without which the moft excellent doc- 
trines are a dead letter ; and the perfons who ufe Modes of 
Worfhip moft approved among all Denominations, are little 
better than machines. 

I have endeavoured to watch and pray againfl an impro- 
per fpirit, that I might " fpeak the truth in love," Should, 
however, any thing occur in the following pages, which may 
'grieve any pious perfon, I intreat fuch an one to be affured, 
that he miftakes the temper in which the Author wrote. 

I have now only to intreat the candour of my Readers, 
cfpecially of my Brethren, whom I have taken the liberty to 
addrefs. The critical eye will obferve perhaps redundan- 
cies, omiflions, faults in the arrangement and the flile, and 
repetitions of the fame thoughts, which are introduced in 
various connexions, for the particular purpofe of bringing 
up again and again the ends we had in view by our Village 
Preaching. — As a plea for the exercife of candour, I add, 
that the whole was drawn up, and prepared for the prefs, in 
a ftatc of great bodily weakncfs, while recovering from a fe* 
vere and alarming indifpofition. 

SOUTHAMPTON : W. K. 

OCT. 20, 1798* 
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APOLOGY. &c. 



TO do good to his fellow-creatures is one of 
the nobleft obje6ls that can excite thq gene- 
rous ambition^ or occupy the a<Slive mind of man. 
To attempt to refcue deathlefs fouls from the bon- 
dage of ignorance and vice, from the tormenting 
rage of domineering evil paffipns, from the gnaw- 
ing worm of guilt, and from endlefs mifery ; to 
render them happy and wife ; and to make thofe 
who are likely to be pefts, bleffings to fociety, is a 
fpecies of benevolence which is amiable and praife- 
worthy, and deferving the approbation and grati*^ 
tude of all mankind. 

This is the grand and gracious end of the 
Preaching of the Grofpel ; the defign of Grod in 
the inftitution of this defpifed ordinance ; and 
tjiet which is^ or ought to be, the firil wifh an4 

B tht. 
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the ultimate objeA (in fubordination to tfae di- 
vine glory) of every one who engages in that ar- 
duous employment. 

Well then might we (land mute with afto- 
niftiment, did we not know fomething of the 
'^ enmity of the carnal mind againll God," and 
the oppofition which has in all ages been made to 
the glorious Gofpel, that the plans lately projec- 
ted, by ferious and benevolent Chriftians of vari- 
ous denominations, for difFufing the light and 
power of real, vital, and praftical Chriftianity in 
dark places, (hould be fo cgregioufly mifreprefent- 
ed as they are. They have been held up to view 
*as monfters teeming with mifchief. There have 
not been wanting fome, that have faid the defign 
.has been even to fow the feeds of infidelity ; 
otbdrs, , that ."their real object: is not religious, 
" but political ;. . and that this obje6l leads to 
*^ alienate .the.\ attachment of the people to the 
/^ eftablifhed church, as the ground -work and 
^^ foundation :of fonie. fecret defign in the field of 
politics." A writer, .under the appellation of 
a Clergyman of the Dibcefe of Salilbury," has 
rbrought forward this cfuel charge,* Fmn would 
I hope, for the honour of the Proiefiani/Chrgy, 
that no one of that refpedable order, in the 

* Sec ** An Appeal to the People, on the Alleged CaUfes of 
the Diffenters' Separation, " &c. p. 3a, 

N. B. The figures in the text Tvill. for the future, refer to thepa^«s 
of eke «*Appesfl.'' 

Church 
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Church of England, could be capable, firft jto 
hatch a fchelne fufficiently diabolical and hypo- 
critical to have difgraced the ancient Jefuits, and 
then to lay it at the door of the Proteftant Dif- 
fenters. Surely it muft have been fome enemy 
who has done it, with the hope to cxpofe all 
religion to common ridicule; or fome bigoted 
fon of the Church of Rome, who imagines him- 
felf "Gk)d's vicegerent and reprcfentative;" (p. 20) 
^^ and that thofe people, who, through a defici- 
^^ ency in their education, are incapable of forming 
^^ a decifive and correA judgment, on fuch im- 
^^ portant fubjedls of religion, would a<9: a fafe and 
." wife part, implicitly to rely on their minifters, 
'^ who are legally eftablifhed to inftrudl them." 
^(p. 25) Is not this ftrongly fcented with popery ? 
Weak and foolifh as the charge is, yet, in thefe 
days, in which fufpicion and a fpirit of party fo 
much prevail, it is not unlikely that it may be 
believed by thofe who are ignorant of us and our 
principles, and who may be difpofed to imbibe 
prejudices againft all Diflenters, and their defigns, 
without difcriitiination. I feel myfelf called upon 
to explain and defend the views, motives, and 
^ondu<5l .of the itinerants, in thefe parts of the 
country, with which I am acquainted; and, I 
prefume, what will be faid, may be equally applir- 
cable to others who labour in the iame way, in 
(iifFerpnt part§ of the kingdom. 

B2 In 
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. Ill the year 1795, the Miffionary Society wai^ 
lormed in London, A plan was ftruck out, and has 
fince been a6led upon, to fend the Gofpel to the 
Heathen, efpecially into the iflands of the Pacific 
Ocean, &c. ♦ It was obje<9:ed by many, — " Have 
/^ you not Heathens enough at home ? Attend to 
'^ them." This fuggeftion awakened dormant G)n- 
fideration. She has opened her eyes, and looked 
around ; fhe has beheld multitudes in our neigh- 
bouring villages and forcfts, who were far from 
«ny means of inftruVftion, periftiing for lack of 
knowledge, living without Chrift, without hope, 
without God in the world. Benign Pity followed 
Confideration : her heart melted and mourned. 
Benevolent endeavours were firft privately exerted. 
At length the facred fire expanded it's flame, and 
was communicated froni breaft tp bread, and from 
place to place. Situations were fought where there 
was the leaft inftrudlion. We confefs that ^* the 
^^ very dregs of the people we were anxious and in- 
/^ defatigable to convert ; men poflefled of no pro-r 
^^ perty, and of underftandiAgs weak and unprin- 
*^ cipled, without opinion ^and without thought." 
(p. 32.) Thefe are the pcrfons who claimed our 
pity, who needed our help ; and where fhall we 

* The plan has fucceeded. The (hip Duff, which failed in Oc^ 
tober, 1796, after traverfing above twice the circumfprence of the 
globe, having left the miffionaries at Otabeite, &c., has returned fafe^ 
without the l^aft fatal ^ccidenu , 

• . fie.d 
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I 

.find mwc proper objects of attention than they I 
Are not their Ibuls as precious as thofe of the ricfi 
in this world ? And if they are ^* weak, unprin- 
^'-cipled, and without thought," do not they fo 
siuch the more need to be roufed to a fenfe of 
their ftate, inftrudled in the knowledge of fal- 
vation, and urged to flee from the wrath to come? 
Firft ofall minifters went forth into fuch places. 
At ISngth, as minifters could not be fpared from 
their ftated work, fome of our brethren, who had 
been favoured with the knowledge and power of 
religion, and who had fui table talents, were fent 
on the fabbath, to inftruft thefe defpifed poor in 
the things of Grod. 

But what are the employments of thefe people ? 
They read the Scrfpture, or Ibme other good 
book.* The people are entirely filent, except 
when they join in finging Dr. Watts's Pfalms or 
Hymns. They then quietly attend while prayer § 
is offered. The fpeaker, according to his ability, 
ibmetimes explains and enforces the do6lrines of 
4he Scripture. What he delivers is purely re 

* This is the pra£Uce of many refpe£lable Chriftians, who have 
had very decent and good education. Burder's "Village Sermons 'f 
are compofed for this very purpofe: fee vol. I. and II., publifhed by 
Chapman, 151, Fleet-ftreet, London, at |s, each* 

^ Vide ** The Manner in which Froteflant Diffenters perfoxw 
Prayer in Public Worihip Vindicated,'^ by the Author} printed for 
Baker, Sputhampton, and Chapman, {^ondon^ 

Jigiops* 
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Bgious. He endeavours to make the people fen- . 
(ible, that they are indeed, what they confefs in 
prayer, ^^ miferable finners." He ihows them haw 
they may obtain mercy ; where they may find help 
to walk in righteoufnefs of life ; and the manner 
and fpirit in which they ihould perform all their 
duties to God and man ; tliat they ihould be fo-* • 
ber, righteous, and diligent in their callings, 
obedient to magiftrates, and fubmiffive to alt law- 
ful authority. 

This was the origin, this is the practice of our 
little village aflemblies. But this, it feems, is 
very formidable I A hue and cry.is raifed againft 
fome fuppofed " ambitious and. designing fa6Uon,** 
(p'. 32) and arf ** Appeal" is made *^ to the 
people ; " . the Clergy .are alarmed to watch our 
motions, and the* grofleft charges are brought 
againft us. However, it does not appear that 
any great harm has been done as yet. Many 
fouls, " from the dregs of the people," have been 
refcued from ignorance and vice ; many, who 
trere before injurious perfons, have become ufefiil 
in fociety; many ignorant and thoughtlefs mor- 
tals, ".weak and unprincipled," have been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus ; and 
numbers, ^ho never before attended any place of 
worfliip, have been drawn to unite in religious ex- 
ercifes, v^iihbxit fiparation from any church whatfoh- 
cver^ becaufe they never before aflbciated with any. 

Let 
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.' Let, the candid reader refleA, whether thJf 
.method of proceeding, confidering it's eonfequen- 
ces, has not fotnc powerful arguments in it*s be- 
ialf. Is not every Chrijlian bound, by the 
laws, fpirit, and example of Chrift ; — ^by his 
own fpecial obligations to Jefus, as well as 
by his relation to his • fellow-creatures ; — to 
do all the good he can ? This will not be 
difowned by any ferious mind. Not only mu 
nijiers therefore, but all perfons, who have received 
mercy, are bound to declare, as they have oppor- 
tunity and ability, what they have known of the 
grace of God. The converted Samaritan woman 
a(5led on this plan of benevolence. — (John iv. 29.^ 
She went to her countrymen, and iaid, as a friend, 
to all (he met, " Come, fee a man which told me 
** all things that ever I did ! — Is not this the 
"Chrift?" 

In that remarkable language of invitation, 
(Rev. xxii. 17,) it is faid, " and let him that hear- 
** eth fay Come," &c. The hearer then, who is a 
partaker of gofpel mercy, has a warrant to tell 
others of the mercy he has received. If / have 
.found a medicine^f which has been very beneficial 
in giving me eafe, under great agonies of pain, 
and in curing a moft dangerou§ and obftinate dif^ 
cafe; and if T fee others fick with the fame tor- 
mentirig malady ^ and ready to die ; if there is no 
. iliitabl^ help ^t hand^ ng ikil^l do^lor in the vil- 

lage» 
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mgty (hall I let my neighbours fufFer and die, be- 
ciiufe I am not regviarly bred ?— becaufe I have 
not had the univerfity diploma, or the college li* 
cence ? Surely No. I mean not to plead any 
thing in favour of an uneducated irregular minis- 
try, in ordinary cafes. I mean only to fhow the 
propriety of employing occafional pradlitioners, 
lirho underftand the difeafe and the cure of human 
nature, where regular and profeffional men are 
wanting or negligent : and I truft that the time is 
coming, when every eminent minifter will fay, 
in this cafe, with Mofes, " Would to God that 
" all the Lord*s people were prophets.** 

I now beg the reader's attention to the mo- 
tives of thefe itinerants. They profefs thofe 
which are common to all good men, who under-- 
take any fpiritual good work, — compaffion for the 
beft interefts of mankind. The candidate for holy 
orders, in the Church of England, declares that he 
is '' moved by the Holy Ghoft.** The Diflenter 
makes fome profeffion of the purity and benevo- 
lence of hfe views and wifhes, at his entrance on 
the paftoral charadler ; and thus the Itinerant 
pleads, — " We fee multitudes of our fellow-crea- 
^^ tures wandering far from God, ignorant of the 
*^ way to true happinefs. We ourfelves were once 
" in the fame fituation. But we have found Him 
" who is ' the Way, the Truth, and the Life ;' 
^^ and we wifh to lead others to Him. We long 

" for 
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'^ for thofe who art llill, what we once wer^ 
'^^foolilh, difobedient, deceived, ferving divers 
^' lulls and pleafures, living in malice and envy, 
^^ hateful^ and hating one another/ to be acquaint 
ted with the ^ philanthropy of God our Saviour ; 
to be renewed by the Holy Ghoft, which he has 
(hed on us abundantly ; that being juftified by 
his grace, they might be made heirs according 
^^ to the hope of eternal life.' " (Tit. iii. 3 — 7-) 
And will any one deny this to be an honourable 
and praifeworthy motive ? 

You applaud a Howard, who, forfaking his 
Comfortable home and his country, yielding up 
his eafe, rifking his health, and even his life, wen^ 
to vifit the lick and the wretched, the guilty and 
hardened offender in his dungeon ; not to deliver 
him from his chains and condemnation, but only 
to ameliorate his condition in the preferU life :* — 
and is there nothing commendable in the fdf-deny- 
ing zeal of thofe men, who make many facrifices 
of perfonal reputation and enjoyment, incurring 
tnuch Ihame, reproach, and lofs, to carry the glad 



* I efteem it an honour to have been numbered among the friends 
of Howard, who often vlfited me, and for whofe memory I have an 
affe6lionate reverence ; but I confider a Whitefield, and a Wcfley, 
crolfing oceans, and traverfing rude countries, with immenfe labour; 
a Braindrd, in America, encountering every hardlhip of weather, and 
every danger and difficulty, among favage Indian^, with a view and 
wifii to bring them to God and happiifefs, as fiill greater heroes, and 
Qittch greater friends to mankind. 

C tidings 
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tidings of eternal falvation to finners, under the 
more tremend9us fentence of God's law ; ^ to 
bind up the broken in heart ;*' to " proclaim the 
opening of the prifon" to them who were " tied 
^^ and bound with the chain of their fins ; ** to 
adminifter to thofe who were dying of the inoral 
plagxUy the medicine of the Gofpel ? 

The man that brings the water of a river into 
a town before deftitute of fupply, with immenfc 
labour and expence, is defervedly honoured of 
his country ; — and is there nothing worthy efteiem 
in him, who does what in him lies, to convey the 
" water of life" to thofe who are parching for third 
in a wildernefs ^^ where no water is ?" The Preach- 
ing of the Gofpel is the grand appointed me- 
dium by which the God of Grace has com- 
municated the knowledge and enjoyment of fa- 
ving truth, in all ages. (Mark xvi. 15, l6. 1. G>r. i. 
18.) Is it not benevolent to introduce the means 
• of grace, where they were not enjoyed before ? 

But tbefe alleged motives will be called in 
queftion. They will be laughed at by the infidel, 
under the mock title of an " heroic pafl[ion for 
" faving fouls." They will be treated with con- 
tempt by thofe, who, " defpifing their own fouls," 
negle(5l thofe of other men. It is to very little 
purpofe to enter into a ferious argument with 
a buffoon. Equally vain would it be, to rea- 
fon with perfons who make the miniftry a 

trade. 
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^ade^ and who deal in the ^^ fouls of men.'* (Rev. 
xviii. 13.) Blinded by covetoufnefsand ambition, 
warped by pride and the fpirit of the world, they will 
not allow to others the benevolence to the fpiri- 
tual interefts of their fellow- immortals^ which is 
not felt in their own bofoms. But I believe there 
are, in our country, multitudes of worthy and ex- 
cellent minifters and others, both in and out of thp 
Eftablifhment, who do know the worth and dan- 
ger of the fouls of men, and lon^ for their fal« 
vation ; and to them I would make my appeal,— 
Whether it is not an invafion of the prerogative 
of God, who judgcth the heart ; as well as illibe- 
ral to a great degree ; to attribute to men other 
motives than thofe they profefs, until, by their 
outward condu6l, they are convifted of infin- 
cerity ? Such a fufpicion, applied to common cha- 
ritable adlions, as feeding the poor, adminillering 
medicines, &c., would be loudly condemned, as 
illiberal and unjuft in the extreme; and why, in 
the name of candour and common fenfe, fhould 
endeavours to promote their beft interefts be 
branded with the moil cruel imputations ? 

Let us alk what may be the probable motives 
of thefe men and their coadjutors, if their own 
allegations are not to be credited ? What ujual 
ipring of human adlion will the moft prejudiced 
imagine to give energy to their condudl ? Can 
worldly GAIN be their object ? The Appellant has 

C2 iadei^^i 
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indeed aflerted, (p. 63.) '^ that thefe men 4o ^^ 
^ tually, at this moment, receive a falary, from an 
^^ aflbciation of members formed for that purpofe.'* 
I call upon him to prove his aflertion. In the 
mean while, I pledge myfelf with the public, that 
it is entirely groundlefs.* Some of thofe who go 
Into the villages, though not rich, are reputable 
as to their outward circumftances, and would fcom 
a fee. And thofe who are poorer are only allowed 
their expences, when they leave home. This is all 
their ftipend. They are like thofe primitive 
itinerants, who, " for the name's fake of Chrift, 
*^went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles; 
^^ whom Diotrephes, who loved to have the pre- 
^* eminence, not only would not receive, but 
^^ prated againft with malicious words, and forbade^ 
' '^ thofe that would, and caft them out of the 
*^ church/' — III. John, 7, g, lo. But from what 
funds could arife falaries for fifty men from one place 
only? — Whence then falaries for more, from other 
tow^s ? Surely we mull have immenfe revenues ! 
^^ Rifum teneatis amici ? " Honour furely can* 
not attach to this pradlice. Itinerants are often 
treated with the utmoft contempt and abufe : they 
are defpifed and negle6ted by the worldly-minded 

^ Equally fo is his aflertion, as to the number of thofe who leavf 

Salifbury every fabbath ; which his multiplying glafs has enlarged to 

Jifiyi-^vfhy bad he not faid^i/e hundred F The high authority, from 

which he profefles tQ have received his documents, mufi have been 

jnifinformcd. * 
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and the rigid, even of their own fe6l ; and feme* 
times they labour amidft fcoffing, derifion, and 
even 'perfonal danger, from other people. 

But infinuations of the bafeft kinds of motives 
are thrown out againft them. The Anonymous 
Accufer (p. 33,) fays, ^^ Their fole ebjedl in 
'^ view, I cannot prevail on myfelf to believe, is 
^' that of ferving Chrift."— '^ Their conduft in- 
** finuates into my mind the opinion, that their 
^^ real objeft is not religious, but political ; and 
^^ that this objedl leads them to alienate the at-. 
^' tachment of the people to the eftablilhe4 
'^ Church, as the groundworjc and foundation of 
'^ fome fecret defigns in the field of politics ;" 
(pp, 32, 33.) — and then the Writqr proceeds to 
roufe " the eftablifhed Clergy, and every found 
^^ patriot, to undeceive the deluded multitude on 
^^ religious^ do6lrines ; to ftrip from their political 
*^ defigns the hypocritical veil, with which it has 
** ever been invariab^ their adopted practice to 
*^ conceal them." 

Were this Gentleman indeed ^^ the vicegerent 
*' of God,'* — did he come with a cpmmiflion, not 
of Oyer and Terminer, but merely to determine 
and condemn,— =-^0 might well tremble at his 
awful afpeft and terrible voice. But we than!; 
God that this Writer is not the fearcher of ouf 
hearts; and that his opinion will not ilamp thQ 
authentic mark of detefl:able hjrpocrify on th© 
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motives of thefe people. It fecms they have 
fome deep ^^ political defign." In the name of 
the country, which I love, — the King, whom I 
honour, and affeAionately pray for, — the Confti- 
tution I revere,— the Laws, which I refpe6l, — I 
iay fblemnly, if fuch, villains, as he reprefents, are 
to be found,--^ftrip them of their odious veil, (nay 
Jet him ftrip them naked, if he pleafe) expofe 
them to the infulting croud, and punifh them 
with his ftripes, and then they will fmart indeed. 

But let no man at once be judge, jury, witnefs, 
and executioner. Before he proceed to execution^ 
let them have a fair trial : let their accufers be 
brought from behind the fcreen, and prove mat- 
ters of fadl face to face. Let no anonymous ac- 
cufer be believed. Let no rnan's private ^^ opi- 
nion" be fet up as infallible. 

This Writer (in p. 40.) brings in the vene- 
rable and learned Biftiop of Salilbury, in fuch a 
way, as to lead his readers^ ftrongly to fufpe^l, 
that he had his Lord/hip's authority for his af-. 
fertion of the " fifty " men going forth from 
Salilbury, &c. ; and likewife that that Prelate 
was of the iame opinion with himfelf, as to the 
intention of our preaching political tenets, under 
the malk of ferving God. His Lordfhip, we 
humbly hope, from what we have ever conceived 
of his learning, his fagacity, philanthropy, and 
juftice, would fcorn to give his fandlion to an 

^flertion 
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iiflertion which can be fo eafily dlfprovcd, and to 
ah infinuation fo bitterly fevere. Yet, as his 
Ldrdfliip may perhaps, in his exalted ftation, 
tiot have the opportunity of receiving unadulr 
terattd inttlligencey as to the condiiA and mo- 
tives of Diflenters in his diocefe, in regard to 
their endeavours to fpread the knowledge of the 
Gofpel ; and as his mind may poffibly be im- 
prefled with unfavourable ideas concerning them, 
through mifreprefentation ; it is moft earneftly 
wifhed, that he would admit into his prefence 
any one or more of their minifters, to hear from 
their lips anfwers to any allegations their adver- 
faries might bring againft them, or explanations 
of any part of their condu6l. And we intreat 
this reverend Prelate, that he would warn his 
Clergy againft that bitter- and inflammatory 
fpirit, which this concealed Writer, under the 
refpedlable name of ^^a Clergyman of the Dio- 
cefe of Salifbury," fhows againft every clafs of 
perfons who are not members of the Church of 
England, as if they were all enemies to regal 
government, &c. ; left it widen the breach we 
fhould endeavour to heal, and inflame worthy 
men one againft another, in a time when we 
have all reafon heartily to unite againft the com- 
mon enemy of religion and our country. 

Let the reader alfo impartially confider, whe- 
ther there is any thing ip the manner and cir- 

cumftances 
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tumftances 6( Village Preachings as carried ad 
by our Itinerants, calculated to fow the ieed&r 
of treachery and fedition, (p. 39*) which our 
Author ftrongly infinuatcs^ with giving them a 
very hard name,— *-*^ the enemies of our happy 
^^ Conftitution,". as he pafles on. The places in 
which the congregations aflemble are open to all 
comers. Every one who is difpofed may attend 
to infpedt and hear what is done or faid. Many 
have attended, whofe duty, and inclination alio. 
Would have urged them to have taken very fpeedy 
notice, if any thing feditious had l;>een brought 
forward. Gentlemen,* Magiftrates, Clergymen, 
have occafionally been prefent ; and fome " fuf- 
*^ picious, circumfpe6t, and vigilant '* enough. 
The worfhip is conduced in the moji public 
manner. Not one of the Preachers has ever been 
charged, otherwife than by general and ground- 
lefs infinuation, with fpreading principles, by 
words or books, of a political tendency. The 
Church of England has not, to my knowledge, 
been attacked : nor have her minifters, or their 



* It Is with pleafure I can here relate, that a Gentleman (I think 
a Magiftrate) who attended, out qfcunqfity, a young mkiifter, who wa^ 
lately exhorting the people to repentance, in a country place,, was fo 
£ir from being difpleafed with what he heard, that he went up to him, 
after the fervice was concluded, thanked him for his fermon, and 
aflured him that he hoped he himfelf was endeavouring to attain the 
lame objcft one way, (by enforcing the laws of the land) as be, the 
Snider, was aiming at in another, namely, to reform the people. 

con- 
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conduA, ever been blamed by our Village Preach- 
ers ; (6 far as they have a6led agreeably to the 
dignity and obligations of the facred fundlion. 

Totally deftitute oifaBs, to fupport his malig- 
nant invectives againft the modern Diflenters, 
our Author leads his readers back an hundred 
and fifty years, into the confufed times of Charles 
I. ; and charges " all the diftrefsful circumftances, 
'^ and tragical events, which marked the reign of 
that unhappy prince," on their anceftors, as 
their principal and adlive promoters.'* (pp. 34, 
33.) Here he feems to triumph, as if fure of 
his prey. He puts queftion after queftion, and 
atifwcrs them himfelf, with as infallible a tone, as 
if no one dared, or was able, to fay a (yllable in 
defence of the culprits. But had he been a little 
deeper read in hiftory than a boy at fchool, — had 
he been difpofed to have gone a little further in 
his inquiries into the affair, — or had he reafoned 
a little clofely on it, — he might foon have feen 
how improbable, as well as untrue it is, that fo 
fmall a part of the community (hould have been 
able to bring about fuch mighty changes. As 
to the unhappy civil war, which diftradled and 
rent the country, for fo many years, — this was 
waged between the King and the Parliafnent. But 
was the Long Parliament compofed of Diflenters ? 
No. From the noble hiflorian, who is generally^ 
j-eforted to, as the great oracle of truth, ty our 

D high^ 
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higb^church writers, we may colle6l, that they 
were members of the Eftabliftiment, and friendly 
to epifcopacy. Lewd Clarendon, befides giving 
particular charadters of feveral noblemen in the 
Houfe of Lords, who were a6live in the war ; 
and alfo of the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, Mr, Pym, and others, — fays in general : 
In the Houfe of Commons were many perfona 
f* of wifdom and gravity, who, being poflefled 
of plentiful fortunes, though undevoted enough 
*^ to the court, had all imaginable duty for ' the 
King, and afFedtton for the Grovernment, efta- 
blifhed by law or ancient cuftom ; and, with- 
out doubt, the major part of that body conjiflei of 
men^ who had no mind 4o break the peace of the 
^ {ingdom^ or to make any confiderable alteration in 
*^_ the Government of Church or State.''* This, 
from fuch a writer, is a fufficient proof how 
groundlefs is the common notion, among pre- 
judiced and ignorant people, who take things 
^pon hearfay evidence, without examination, that 
the Dijfenters wfere " the principal and adlive pro- 
^^ moters of the rebellion." And when ^ the un- 
^* fortunate Charles was brought to the block," fo 
fer were the Diffeniers from being exclufively con-r 
cerned in that bloody bufinefe, that forty-feven 

^ See Clarendon's Hi (lory, Svo edit. vol. I. p. 184, and cl$r* « 
where throughont bis velames, in bis chara£ler» of particuUf in«m 
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of their moft eminent minifters in London iTuh- 
fcribed a very animated and earneft Proteft 
againftit; and prefented it to the Greneral and 
the Army : ft was publiflied, and dated January 
18, l648.* And afterwards, fifty-feven of them 
publiftied a vindication of themfelves from the 
unjuft afperfibn, which concludes with praying 
God to *^ reftrain the violence of men, that they 
^* may not draw on themfelves and the kingdom the 
" blood of their Sovereign"'^' Not one Indepen- 
dent Minifter, as I can find, declared his appro- 
bation of it, except Hugh Peters and John Good- 
win ; both of whom were equally infamous among 
Independents as among others. Many of them 
protefted againft it, and publi(hed, and prefented 
to Gen. Fairfax and the Council, their ^^ Humble 
Advice," &c. Dr, Lewis Du Moulin, li zealous 
Churchman, Prebendary of Canterbury, and Hif- 
tory Profeflbr at Oxford, who lived through thofe 
days, fay$, — " that no party of men, as a religious 
body, were the a6lors in this tragedy ; but that 
it was the contrivance of an army, which, like 
*^ that of King David, was'a medley or colleAion 
^^ of all parties that were difcontented ; fome 
^^ Courtiersj fome Prejbyterians^ fonie Epifcopalians^ 



* Sec a part of the Addrcfs, in Neal's ''Hiftpry of the Pufi- 
tans,*' vol. Iir, p. 532-^535, 8vo. edit. 






+ Neal, p. 536. 
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'^ few of any fe6l, but moft of none, or elfe of the 
" religion of Thomas Hohhes (the atheift), and Dr. 
^^ Scarborough ; not to mention the papists, 
" who had the. greatest hand in it op 

'' ALL." * ' 

But the point in queftion is not what Dif- 
fcnters were a century and half ago. It was 
thjB fafhion and fpirit of the times, for forty 
years after the death of Charles L, for the dif- 
ferent parties to draw each others charafters, with 
all the extravagance of line and colouring, which 
prejudice and the force of paflion could, with any 
appearance of probability, mingle together and 
lay on. Diffenters, being the weak and defpifed 
minority, were the moft violently caricatured^ 
But time and long acquaintance have, for many 
years paft, been foftening the afperity of our fore« 
fathers againft each other. The fpirit of their chil- 
dren was becoming milder. Serious Churchmen 
and Diflenters were happily united as far as they 
coxdd unite y " ufque ad aras ;" and peaceably allow- 
ing each other to differ in non-eflentials, went on 
quietly, as fellow-fubjedls, and fellow- country- 

* I fbould not have thought it worth whil^ to have taken up fo 
much of my reader's time on this antiquated fubjeft, were it not 
£or the attempts which are now making, by men of more con- 
(equence than our Author, to hold up DifTenters, as fuch, to the 
odium of their countrymen, as the duthors of former cal^unitie?, 
and as ftill plotting new oncs.i — May God open their eyes, ^nd pardon 
their fin! 

men. 
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men, wiihing well to our common King and 
Country, and to the great caufe of common 
Chriftianity. But now, in the year 1798, an 
Anonymous Writer, ftarting up in a fury, ex- 
claims, ^^ that the whole colleBive body have, at all 
timts^ uniformly difplayed the fame hoftility to 
regal government.^' (p. 35.) And again, — ^^^ What- 
ever difference of opinion may arife among 
them, on the fubjeft of religion, they are united 
in the fame inveterate hatred, againft regax 
as well as epifcopal, government. This remains^ 
^^ and ever will remain, a permanent and funda-* 
^^ mental principle." (p. 38.) 

Thefe bitter and unqualified allertions, tend- 
ing to Jlir and keep up an irreconcileable fpirit of* 
averfion towards Diflfenters, are as grofs a libel, 
and as palpable a falfehood, as ever dropped from 
the pen of an enemy. We deeply regret fuch a 
fpirit, if exifling in the breafl of a real Clergy- 
man; Who that knows the Proteftant Dif- 
fenters, knows not, that, as a body, * they have 
been uniformly and invariably attached to the 
Conflitution, as fettled in 1688, and to the Houfe 
of Hanover ? Let their addre^es to the 
THRONE, on various great, trying, and public 

♦ Individuals among them, as in the Eftablifliment, who hayc 
attended .to politics more than to religion, may have been blamable 
for raft expreffioiis and" conduft* But is a whole religious body 4a 
be condep[ined for the follies of individuals ? 

Og* 
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occafions; — let the gracious acknowledge- 
MENTS OF OUR SOVEREIGNS of their loyalty 
and afFedlion ; — let the many loyal sermons* 
preached and publiflied by them on remarkable 
events, relating to the Royal Family; — ^let the 
conftant petitions that are put up to heaven for 
the King and Family, in our congregations, — 
and the pfalms which are ufually fung in our wor- 
ihip ;t — ^let the liberal fubfcription of the wealthy 
among them towards the voluntary contri- 
bution,- — and the fpirit and manner in which 
they have come forth, in the preftrU armed ajfo^ 
ciationSy with others, to defend their country 
and sovereign, fropi foes at home and a- 
broad, — fpeak for them ; and teftify whether 
Diflenters, as fuchy ^^ have uniformly difplayed 
^^ their hoftility to regal government:" and at 
this time, King George, and the Conftitution as 
fixed by law, eonfifting of King, Lords, and 
ComnK»ns, have not more real, hearty, and dijin- 
terejled friends any where, than amon^ the ferious 
and religious Diflenters, who enjoy no emoluments 
either in Church or State, and who take the Scrip* 
tures as the gfeat and only rule of faith, confciehce, 

* Particularly on his Majefty's happy recovery; to which the 
Author ha^ the honour to contribute. 

+ Sec Watts's Pfalmf ; pfm. xviii. part II. C./M. j pfm. xxi. 
C. M.; pfm. Ixxv. L. M. ; and hymn cxi. of book II., ^hicb 
^^reathes this loyal wifh,— *%ODg may the King our Sovereign live.*' 

and 
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^d pvsL&ice. Indeed^ the religion of the Bible^ 
which we teach^ and which we wifli to be more 
generally known in all our hamlets and villages, 
forbids every thing which borders on fedition and 
treafon; condemns tUofewho ^' defpife govemmenis, 
'^ &rtfelf-mlUd^ and /peak evil of dignities ;^* incul- 
cates fubmiilion, fubprfiination^ and obedience 
to *^ higher powers/' in cafes not inconiiftent with 
our obedience to God ; enjoins to ^^ honour the 
King," and to " pray for all that are in au- 
thority." It breathes love, kindnefs, com- 
pafHon, meeknefs, gentlenefs, forgivenefs of ene- 
mies, and every principle and temper which is 
lovely and praifeworthy, and which can *^ adorn 
^^ the do6lrine of Grod our Saviour.'* 

On the whole, we truft, that our motives are 
fuch as will juftify our condu<9: before pious and 
candid men, aiid will not be difapproved by the 
Searcher of Hearts, to whom we make our ul- 
timate appeal. 

After all, many objections, againft thefe 
attempts to fpread the Gofpel in Villages, will 
be ftarted. Some may perhaps urge, that it en- 
dangers the ejlablijhed Church. But doth not that 
great fabric ftand on too firm a foundation of 
laws and Jlatutes^ cuftom and general opinion, for 
the puny endeavours of Our poor Itinerants (had 
fuch a mad fcheme ever entered their minds) to 

over- 
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overturn ) They love her doBrmes ; thejr mcA^ 
die not with her dijcipline ; many of them adk 
mire, and fometimes adopt, parts of her liturgy^ 
Her dignitits and revenues are* equally out of their 
reach and dejire. Tithes and fees, enforced by 
law, mujl be paid to the pariih minifter. Wherein, 
th^i, is the EJiabliJhmerih^AsLVigeTtA > 

« 

But it may be further objefted, that Villiage 
Preaching has an imperceptible tendency to 
draw people off from the Church. How fo ? 
Are thefe low, " felf-inftru6ted, felf-ordained 
Diflenting Preachers, thefe Tailors, Cabinet- 
makers, Shoemakers, Coblers, Bakers, Black- 
fmiths, &c." (p. 18, note.) " who can furnifh 
'^ no inftrucftion^r— -thefe blind leaders of the 
*' blind," * — fuddenly become fuch ftrong rea- 
foners and perfuafive orators, as to draw away 
multitudes of people after them ? — Or are the 
arguments for adherence to the Church fd weak, 
as that thefe " blind leaders" can ealily confute 
them ? But no one need be in any trepidation. 
It is not the wifh or the buiinefs of thefe Village 



* Some of thefe .fentiments and expreffions have been already 
borrowed and retailed in the pulpit.— I would beg my readers to 
obferve what the Apoftles of Chrift were, when firft called to their 
office,— ^^ennm, tent-mako's, &c. ; andalfo, that when Jefus Chrift, 
the carpenter's fon, fpake of the ** blind leaders,** &c,, he did not 
refer to his. humble Difciples, but to the proud Scribes and Pha- 
nfees, who thought tkey were the only qualified teachers of the 
people. 

Lec- 
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LeAurcrs, to fay any thing as to the controverly be- 
tween the Diflenters and the Church. Their ob- 
ject: is to prove, in plain fimple hmguage, tht truth 
of the Scriptures ; tQ' counteraSi the po if on of injidelityj 
which has been fo affiduoufly fpread through the 
land ; to warn againjl the pernicious principles of 
Paine ; to ihow the inhabitants the mifery of a 
fallen ftate, the odioufnefs and danger of vice, 
ihe gulph of eternal deftru6tion which is before 
them ; and to urge them to flee to Him, who 
alone can deliver from the Wrath to come. 
Surely it is paying an ill compliment to the 
jweaching of the Clergy, if fuch preaching as this 
will draw their people away ! But the fa<Sl is, that 
the Village Teachers go, for the moft part, into 
places where there are no parifti churches, or 
where the fervices are feldom performed, or at 
uncertain hours^ which the parifhioners are not 
apprized of, or in the mofi curfory and hafty man-* 
ner.* I can declare, on my own certain know- 
ledge, that the hearers in Villages have earneftly 
been exhorted to attend the neareft church, when 
they could ; and the time of Village Services has 
been fo regulated, as not to interfere with that of 
Public Vl^orfhip, when it was certainly known. 
Again, it may be urged againft this new way. 



* It would be cafy for the Writer to bring ioftances of each of 
thefe particuhrs. He can truly fay he has not fearched them out. 
They came accidentally to his knowledge. 
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that it UJfens the reverence of the lower people for 

the Sacred Order of the Clergy. Should this be 

the cafe, it will arife, I prefume, from the Clergy*g 

deficiency refpe6ling either their doBrine^ temper^ or 

praBice ; and if fo, whofe fault will it be ? As to 

defeat of doHrinej the Anonymous Author himfelf 

acknowledges, ^^ there may be perhaps fome jufl- 

^^ nefs in this complaint ;'* (p. 18.) and " annexei^ 

^' to his opinion" the much refpefted names of the 

Bifhops of Salifbury and Durham ; that " the fun- 

" damental doftrines of Chriftianity are not fuffici- 

^^ ently inculcated." To which alfo may be added 

the obferviations of Bifhop Horfeley, in his Charge 

to the Clergy of the Diocefe of St. David. Let any 

attentive hearer compare the fermons, which are 

ufually delivered from the pulpit, with the fenti- 

ments of the reading defk, and the Articles andHo- 

milies of the Church, and he will foon be convinced 

of the "truth of the acknowledgement.* This is 

one grand caitfe of the departure of many from the 

Church of England, and of her Minifters being 

neglc6ted.^ The people want the fubftantial 

Bread of Life ; and if they are entertained with 

that which is not bread, is it to be wondered 

at, that they fhould feek it where they can find 

it, even though it fliould be comparatively cearfely 

* See Mr. Wilberforce's " Praaical View," p. 382, 8vo. ed. 

f See Sir Richard Hill's ** Apology for Brotherly Love, and^ 
fdl" the Boftfincs of the Church of England," particularly letter. v. 

prepared? 
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pripared? The good old Do<ftrines of the 
Church then^ muft be preached with ekarnefs^ 
plainnefs^ energy , and ptrfevering diligence ; as they 
were by Bifhbps Jewel, * Babington, Hopkins, 
Ufher ; and as in modern days by many ex- 
cellent minifters ; and then the people would not 
leave the Church, on account of doBrines. 

But Preaching is not the only thing to be 
attended to. Uniformity in temper and conduft, 
priuft recommend and adorn the dodlrine of 
God our Saviour. The people will always refpedl 
a man who is all of a piece ; who exemplifies 
out of the pulpit, what he recommends in it ; 
who anfwers St. PauPs defcription of a paftor,-^ 
(I. Tim. iii. 2 — 7.) ^^ blamelefs^ vigilant^ Joier^ 
*• of good behaviour^ given to hofpitality^ apt (i. e. 
^ able and willing) io teach; not given to wine^ 
^^ no Jlrikerj not greedy of Jilthy lucre j but patient^ 
^ not a brawler^ not covetous ; one that ruleth well 
^* his own houfe^ having his children in JubjeSion 

* Biihop of Salifbury, from i^Go to 1571 : ** who was,'* fays the 
Jionourable author of his life, ** always travelling about his diocefc, 
** and preaching wherever he came." See p. 42 of his Life, prefixed 
to his ** Apology for tlie Church of England." 

Being naturally of a fpare and thin body, his friends perfuadcd 
him to abate fomewhat of his cxceflive labours ; he replied, ♦■ a 
Bifhop fhould die preaching." Well might he be called by 
Jlumphrey, his Biographer, in his printed epitaph, from which that 
'- pn the 3iihop's grave-flone was abridged, — *' gemma gem m arum." 
See his JLife, pp. 52, 53 y and BiograpHia Evangelica, vol. II. p. 122- 
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*-• with all gravity ; not a novice^ left being lifted up 
■ ^ with pride he fall into the cimdtmnation of the 
" deviU Moreover^ he mujl have a good report 
" of them which are without^ left he fall into reproach^ 
** and the fnare of the devil.*' 

What an irreliftible charm is there in th« 
lovely temper and pattern of a minifter, formed 
^fter the model of the lowly, felf-denying, and 
laborious Jefus ! It filences and convinces, if it 
does not conquer prejudice. It powerfully awes, 
it almoft terrifies, ihe profane and profligate ; 
and compels them to flee, as if afliamed. It 
claims the refpe6l of the rich and the great, even 
though they do not love religion. And when it 
is evident that a paftor has a parental concern for 
the inftrudiion and improvement, the peace and 
comfort and the everlafting falvation of his flock^. ' 
and their little ones,— efteem, veneration, affedlion, 
gratitude, will fo powerfully bind them to him, 
that it will be no eafy thing for Itinerants, or any 
others, to draw them away. But, if there be in 
the condudl of a paftor of any denomination, the 
reverfe of all this ; — if he make the profane and 
the lewd, and the vain and the gay, his chofen 
and general companions, becaufe they are wealthy 
fi[nd fa/liionablc y — becaufe they have power, pa^ 
tronage, and influence ; — if he drink with the 
drunken, fwear with the profane, or encourage 
fwearing, or fneering at godlinefs, by his counte- 
nance ; ' 
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nance ; — if he confume his precious time, which 
ought to be improved in meditating and ftudying 
the Scriptures, in vain and worldly amufements, 
sis cardsy balls^ races^ or plays ; — is negligent of 
his flock; — is proud and haughty, and conde- 
fcendeth not to men of low degree, — never con* 
verfes with them about their eternal concerns,-^ 
never teaches their children, &c. ; — the commofi 
people will be fo impertinent, as to make their 
obfervations and remarks ; and to draw com- 
parifons between minifters "who are exemplary, 
and thofe who are not* The religious farmer 
dnd his wife, the village ^^ blackfmith and cobler,^ 
the ploughman and the dairywoman, who read 
their Bible, will diftinguifh between the fhepherds 
who feed themfelves, and care not for the flock^ 
and thofe who are anxious to bring wandering 
flieep home to the Great Shepherd. Nor is it 
in the power of arguments the moft fpecious, or 
pretences or arts the moft folemn, to conceal the 
difference, or avoid the detection. 

ObjecStions, to the pradice I am vindicating, 
may alfo be urged by Dissenters. 

Some may fay, — ^^ It is a low, mean, difre- 
*^ putable procedure, to go among the poor il- 
^^ literate vulgar : it is quite methodiftical," * &c, 

*This is a convenient word, often ufed as a vehicle of contempt j 
though perhaps a term 9S v?g)ie aiad uncertain in it's iignification 4s 
apy in our language. 
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To this we reply, by afking, whether our blef- 
ied Lord did not give it as one diftinguifhiqg 
mark of the divinity of his religion, to the mef- 
fengers of John, that ^^ the poor have the Gk)fpel 
*^ preached to them ? *' And is it not the bufi^ 
ncfe and the duty of thofe, who wifli to be like 
their Great Shepherd, under Himy and as his ierr^ 
vants, " to feek and to fave them that were fo/2?'* 
And doth not Chrift bid his minifters ^o forth 
into the ** highways and hedges,'* and conftrain 
men to come in to the go^l banquet ? As to 
the vulgar y their ibuls are as precious as the foul^ 
of them who are in the higheft ftations ; (fee pp. 
10, 1 1, of this work ;) and as to ihtjhamc and re* 
proach attending the bufine&, wo be to us if we 
take not up our croft, and follow a defpifed Maf« 
ter. (IL Tim. ii.*12.) But if our Itinerants be fe^ 
tip as the objecSts pf cenfure by th^r elder breth<» 
ten, let them reply, as Paul, — ^^ Now y b are fuU^ 
" now TE art rich ; we are fo9k for Chri/l's fakej 
" hut YE are wife in Chrijl ; we are weak, hut y» 
^ are Jirong ; ye are honourable^ hut we are de* 
^Jpifedr (I. Cor. iv. 8, lO.) 

Others may iay, — ^^ It is diforderly^ and con-. 
" trary to our ufual pradliee." The latter is 
granted ; but perhaps it ought to be owned with 
regret and Ihame. 1 what might thofe of us, 
who are in the advance of life, have done for the 
giory of Cbrift, and the falvation of ibul% had 
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we been more j^ealous and diligent in our younger 
days 1 But the fmijfioni^ even of good men, 
jnuft not be pleaded as prccedevis ; and their ex-- 
amples muft not be fet up as Jlandards, fronx 
which no deviation is to be allowed. But yet^ 
if we look back to the pradlice of our venerable 
and excellent forefathers, of the laft century, we 
fhall find numerous inftances among them, of 
a blefled and felf- denying zeal to difFufe the 
favour of the knowledge of Ghrift around them^ 
in their neighbouring villages and hamlets. — ^As 
to the obje6lion refpedling order^ — Is any divine 
inftitution, any part of the difcipline and rules of 
our churches, invaded or broken through by our 
cxcurfive endeavours ? It has been an old prac- 
tice with ftri6l congregp.tional churches, to call 
and fend forth men of talents and piety, and who 
have a defire to do good to fouls, to the work of 
the miniftry, fometimes before, fometimea after 
they have received inftru6lion in their feminaries. 
— ^Are our Itinerants objected to ?— ^We {Q^\i after 
fuch as are the bejl qualified as to knowledge and 
talents ; and we are ^lot without the hope of pro- 
viding fome further fuitable education for thofe who 
may need it. And it fhould be obferved, that thefe 
unlearned men, who are occajionally employed in 
Village Service, are not engaged as Pajlors over 
fettled Congregations, but are only employed as 

Helping 
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Helpers,^ irt breaking up the fallow ground, and 
preparing, under the divine blefling, little plan-^ 

♦ Under the Law^ whA the Priefts were too fiw^ or not pre^ 
fared otJknBified for the pcrfbrmance of their office, Levites were 
called in to affift them ; which was not ftriflly regular, but the ne- 
eeffity of the cafe called for it. (II. Chron. xxix. 34.} In the primitive 
Church ''God fet fome who were Apoftles; fecondarily, Prophets; 
** thirdly, Teachers (t. e, Paftors of Churches); after that, Miia- 
*' eles ; then, Gifts of Healing, Helps," &c. Learned men bavo 
been much perplexed to difcover what this word peculiarly pointed 
Sit. Being found in fuch honourable company, preceded by '* mi* 
*• raculous healing," and followed with ** governments," (meaning 
thofe who were endowed with the power of curing difeafes, and 
capacity for the rule of church affairs, } we cannot fuppofe it to. 
defcribe any menial office in the Church, whjch required neither 
gifts nor true religion. The original term imports the adminif-^ 
tratiou' of relief and affiftance, conjointfy with others; and as the 
connexion fpeaks of the gathering, uniting^ and edifying of the' 
members of the body of Chrifi, and of the regard that is to be 
paid to the meaneft member, I prefume we may refer this term, 
" Helps," to thofe perfons who qfftfted the (uperior officers of the 
Church in occafional fervices, and particularly in inftru£Ung the 
ignorant, and in endeavouring to cultivate the knowledge of Chrif- 
tianity among the young and the poor. Such " Helpers in Chrift'* 
were Prifcilla and Aquila to the venerable Paul (Rom. xvi. 3.); 
fuch, perhaps,^ was Urbane alfo (Rom. xvi. 9.}: and thus the 
Churches, after the days of the Apoftles, had their Catechifis and Aco^ 
fythSf perfons appointed by the Church, chofen out of any order^ to in- 
ftru£l the ignorant and the poor. (See Encyc. Dritan. on both 
thofe words.) It is (lill more clear, however, that in the laft days , 
of the amiable and aged Apoftle John, there were thofe who 
^^ toent forth** for this fervicc; left their comfortable habitations; 
gave up, for a feafon at Icaft, their own private fpiritual enjoy, 
ments, in the communion of (aints, to labour, without any pe- 
cuniary reward, in fcattering the precious feed of truth ; whom 
that hoary Elder cordially recommends^ to the hofpitality and af> 
fiftance of his friend Gaius and others. ( III. John, 6, 7, 8.) 

tations. 
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tations, hereafter, we trtift, to be inclpfed as gar- 
dens for God on earth, and nurferies for heaven* 
Again, it may be afked, — ^^ If your Minifters 
" engage in this fervice^ mufi it not occupy much of 
'^ their time^ abridge their Jiudies^ and UJfcn their 
" attention to their own Flocks ?" We acknowledge 
that, in pretending to provide for thofe abroad^ 
it would be highly criminal to negleft- thofe at 
home. But let it be ferioufly confidered, ho\v 
many minifters there are, who, after having done 
what they have accounted their duty to their 
own Congregations, find yet fome time which they 
can fpare for various occalions a^ they arii^ 
Are there not many hours, my Brethren, which 
might be faved from unneceflary Jleep ; from ufe* 
lefs, defultory, or pernicious reading ; from a 
fpecious indolence falfely called Jbidy ; from idle 
and impertinent dif€ourfe ; and from long un- 
profitable viJitSy which might be fpent to great 
advantage, if judicioufly and confcientioufly col- 
l^ed and arranged, in vifiting a neighbouring 
Village Congregation, and in dropping a word 
of . exhortation or comfort to thofe who might 
be willing to hear ? Brethren, diligence will beget 
aiigefice : the more we do, humbly and honeftly, 
for the glory of oiir Mafter and the iervice of 
mankind,' while health and ftrength continue, 
and fpirits abound, the more we (hall be difpofed 
and qualified to do. And will my younger brc- 
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thren [i^rmit one, who has not been aUogethef 
inaftive for five and thirty years, (though he fees 
abundant caufe for fhame and fetf*reprehenfiofi, 
^or being fo lukewarm in the caufe of fouls) 
to fay, that the labours of the miniftry have, he 
thinks, lefs injured his health and fpirits, than 
the comparative eafe and quiet of his brethren, 
who have been afraid of weather and &tigue, 
have promoted theird. However, it is not every 
inan'^s duty to tread in the fteps of othenr. 
Elder men cannot follow their younger brethren 
in all their exertions. Their flrength and fitua- 
tions will not permit. But fhould they not rejoice 
in them ; pray for them ; advife, warn, and encou- 
rage them ; and, inftead of pouring cold water on 
their zeal, and throwing out infinuations to their 
difad vantage, help forward the work of the Lord t 
In order, however, more fully to anfwer the objec- 
tion, let it be obferved, that in fever^l parts of the 
County fupernumerary minifterS are about to be 
provided,, under the name of Itinerants, whole 
bufinefs it will be to travel from place to place, 
and occalionally to affifl our flated paftors, while 
they vilit the Villages. 

But will any fay, this is not a proper iim^ fiyr 

fach exertions. — Your aRiviiy vAll create alcmn ? 

We reply, it is always a time for doing good. 

The prefent only is our time* We muft work > 

"^vWle it is d^y; our mght is coming when we 

cai> 
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am no longer work« Let tbofe who are alarnud 
inquire into oiir conduift and our motives. We 
have no fccrets we delire to coneeal* We wi(h' 
to convince the fufpicious by evident fa^s. The 
ipirit of the Gofpel we labont t6 diffiife, will no»^ 
only comfort and cheer the hearts of wretched 
finnem^; but it will draw off the attention pf 
men frim the politics 0/ this worlds to fpiritual 
md ii)trlafting things^ Let but the greater and 
infinitely more important obje<Sls of falvatioti 
and eternity occupy thdr minds, they will leave 
but a fmall portion of time oic room for thofe 
concerns, which do not immediately relate to 
theil" fpecial duties. They will more attend 
to their Biile than a newfpaper ; and tht^^ 
under divine teaching, will render men good 
JubjeSs : render the poor contented and happy iu 
their ftations, and diligent, fober, honeft, faithful, 
in their callings. And caft thtfe great ends be 
^med at too foon ? Can the poor be too foon 
re/cued from the dreadful influence of infidelity, 
, fcepticifm, and profanenefs, — which loofen all 
the bonds of fociety, and all the obligations of 
confcience ? We hope that, like our worthy 
though defpifed predcceflbrs, the Methodiftsj 
who were fo much oppofed and harafJed when 
they fet out, r$e fhall alfo fhow to all the 
world, that 'we are the friends of good order 
Jind fociety, abhor concealed deligns, and are 
i fa fuU 
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fiill of good wiilies to the prefent and immor- 
tal intcrefts of mankind.* If we liften to the- 
foothing voice of procraftination, and to the pleas 
of felf-fparing caution, and of fear, which ftarts 
^t every ruftling breeze, we fliall never roiife 
from our indolence ; but ftill dreaming, go on ta 
fay, I" 'tis too foon to rife ; yet a little fleep, a 
^^ little flumber ; the time is not yet come." 

Having confidered fome objedlions whick 
have occurred to me, I will now requeft the 
candid and furious reader, who has the beft in- 
terefts of mankind at Ijeart, to determine whe- 
ther there is any thing fo formidable in our ef^ 
forts, as our fufpicious and h^rd-judging oppo- 
nents would, both from the pulpit and the prefe, 
perfuade the people to believe ? Sermons and 
Appeals found the alarm ; " the Clergy and every 
^^ found patriot are roufed to undeceive the de-^ 
^^ luded multitude, and to ftrip off the hypo^ 

* What wonderful, vifible, moral effefts, through a divine blelEng,' 
have been wrought by the preaching of the Mcthodifis, among the 
Qollicrs, at Kingfwood, near firiftol, ^nd at Newcaftle ; the tinners 
in Cornwall, and many others ; "who, before, . were the tenor of 
9il around them, ar^ well known, by all that have inquired into 
thefe matters ; and have been candidly acknowledged by eminent 
perfons, and on (plemn occafions. Very coniiderable and increafii^ 
are the effefis of our Village Preaching in the refpefts above* 
mentioned. Many have been delivered from total ignorance, vice, . 
and mifery, and brought to the knowledge and experience offal* 
yation ; and from being burdens and plagues, have become bleffing^ 
and comforts to their fellow-creatures: — knd will any good man 
lepipe at this ? 
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^ critical veil from our political defigns f^ and 
are told that they " cannot be too circumfpeBy 
too vigilanty and too fufpicious of all our move- 
ments, both religious and political/' (p. 34.) 
When I firft caft my eye on thofe two words, 
^^ circumfpedl and vigilant," I was ready to hope 
that this Writer, under the malk of a clerical 
charafter, was about to recommend to his reve- 
rend brethren more perfonal eircumfpeSiiony as to 
their own conduft and example; and, from the 
apparent zeal of the people he wiflies to expofe,, 
intended to urge them to greater pajloral vigp- 
l^ncc in their reipe6tlve pariflies. But, alas ! 
what follows fpon manifefted that his intention 
was to excite them, not to look at home, but 
abroad; — ^^not into thtmftlveSy and after their Jlocl^ 
but to fcrutinize with a prymg eye the dark de- 
figns of thefe infidious men. They, however, are 
not much concerned about the matter, on thehr 
own account* A man who carries about him an 
habitual fenfe of the all-feeing eye of God, needs 
not be afraid of the impartial fearch of man. Con- 
icious that he indulges no impure motives, and that 
he wifhes to a6l with prudence and confiftency, 
he can fay,— ^" Search me, O God, and try me ; 
*^ nor would I ihrink from the infpe<9:ion of the 

'/ righteous and the wife among my fellow- 
** creatures." 

If by this "vigilance" is intended a difpo^ 
4tion fimilar to that of the jealous Saul,, when it is 
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had . Xh Sam* xviii. 9.) ^^ that he 8TB0 David 
^^from that d4^ forward;'^ or to the temper of 
the Scribes and Riefts^ when they *^ toaich^d 

*' J^fi^^ ^^^ fi^ /^A fp^^ ip*«cA Jhcndi fdgfi 
^ tkemfHvti ju^ imen^ that thty might tote hold t>f his 
^ toords^ thatfo they might delivir him unto the fi&wer 
^^ and' authority of the governor;'^ (Luke xx. l^ 
20.) — if this be their fpirit, — I can only fay, with 
Solofnon,— *f Who is aile to ftani before Enijy f* 
-t-It is a mercy for men of upright charaAers, that 
God will eithei* " keep them from the ftrife c€ 
" tongues," or, fliould they labour under nn* 
merited obloquy for a time, He will bring fortfa^ 
\ti due feafbn, their righteoufnefs as the momingv 
In the mean while they can look up, thoogh 
ilill furroanded with darkncft, and fay, — ^* Our 
*^ witncfe is above, our record is on high/* And 
wilful flandercrs and Ipies would do well to con- 
fidcr the words of Elihu (Job xxxiv., 11.): *^ F^r 
^ the toork of a man fhaU He (God) render unta 
^^ him^ and eaufe every man to find according io^ 
^^ hii tufljrs." 

But the grofs and malignant mifr^pre(en-# 
tations of our principles and motives, and tho 
alarming infinuations which have been thrown 
out refpedling our defgns, appear to be intended 
to excite the jcalbufy of the civil magiflrate^ 
^^ to check at an early period " what is called 
for ^* luxuriant growth :" and I doubt not but 

il 
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it is the wiih of fomc to enrage the ooimnoa 
pe(^le againU us and our Itinerants. However^ 
while confcious of a6ling in a way of duty, and 
according to the laws of the land, we muft leave 
events with Hiih whom we ferve- But the 
friends of evangelical religion^ and of the foub 
of men, have too much reliance on the bene* 
iicence of our gracious Sovereign,* the wif- 
dom of his ParhaTnent^ and the fs^ocity and 
knowledge of his Caunfellors^ ^-^ to apprehend 
THEY will be influenced, by fufpicious, b^ot* 
ed and interefted men, to attempt to abridge 
UB of our privileges, or check us in our ho- 
neft endeavours to oppole infidelity, vice, and 
{edition ; to promote truth and^peace, virtue 
and fubordination, ^^ until it is proved we an 
the artful villains we have been fo injurioufly 
rcprefented. Or, ihould any arife, who may 
take advantage, under a veil of hypocrify, to 
carry on political defigns ; pr any wretche$ 
{6 depraved, as to allume the itinerant cha* 
ra6ter, cm purpofe to bring it into difgrace; 
-—we cordially rely on the wifdom, juftice, and 
candour of thofe in power, to make due dif^ 
crmimUion between the guilty and the innocent. 

* It has beco often reported, that vhsn fome perfons applied^ 
to his Majefty's royal grandfather, George 11. for fupprefllng the 
preaching of Whkefiekl, Well^> and the Methodifls, the Kin^ 
i^plied^ '*Let thofe who complain out-preaish theiq, and out-live 
** them;" and told them *' there fliould be no perfecution in his reign." 
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It has been long proved by a f cries of hiftory, 
from the time of the Ifraelites in Egypt to lat«r 
days^ that the more religious people have beeii 
opprefled^ the more they have increafed; and 
therefore prudent men^ in flations of eminence 
and power, have reafoned as Gamaliel did : 
(A6ls v. 38, 39.) ^^ And now I fay unto you, 
** refrain from thefe men, and let them alono ; 
*^ for if this counfel, or this work, be of man, it 
*^ will come to nought : but if it be of God ye 
*^ cannot overthrow it, left haply ye be found 
^' to fight againft God/* 

But if, through the mifreprefentations of pride^ 
envy, miftake, or bigoted averfion, a ftorm of 
perfecution fhould be raifed, and blow in the 
cold and fliarp-cutting difdain of thofe who 
were our former friends,— or in the fierce and 
fervid tempeft o( authorized ferfecutiotiy and poptdar 
rage; — fliould reproach, cruel mockings, felfe 
l^ccuTations, threatenings, harafiings await us;-— 
ihould even worfe things than thefe hefal uSy — we 
humbly pray, and doubt not, . even in thefe luke- 
warm d^ys, that fome will be found who fimply 
aim at God's glory ; that the Lord Almighty will 
ftand by them ; ftrengthen them by His word and 
Spirit, ftill to aft, as Scripture and confcience 
(hall dictate ; and enable them to fay, *^ whether 
^\ it be right in the fight of God, to hearken 
^^ urltp you more th»n unto God, judge ye : for 

\A'e 
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^^ we cannot but fpeak the things which yr^ 
^* have feen and heard." (A6ts iv. Ig, 20.) 

And now will my Brethren, throughout the 
kingdom, who have been engaged in the fupport 
or performance of this labour of love, which I 
have attempted to defcribe and vindi,pate in the 
preceding pages, excufe me while I addrefs a 
few hints to them. I honour and applaud their 
zeal ; I rejoice in their fuccefs ; and though 
there has not been, as I have ever heard, any juft 
occafion given, for the cruel infinuations of our 
adverfaries, yet, 

" Fas eft et ab hofte doccri." 

Let us derive profit from their bitternefs; and/ 
inftead of giving way to revenge, learn mori 
than ever to exercife the fpirit of our Bleflcd 
Mailer ; who, when he was reviled, reviled riot 
again, — sprayed for his enemies, — and returned 
good for evil. Let us be doubly cautioned againfl 
introducing any thing into our difcourfes, but 
the great do6lrines and duties of the New Tef^ 
tament* Let us ever fhow that the Golpel 
we preach, recommends and enforces, by the» 
moft perfuafive arguments, good order and fuli* 
ordination in fociety, from the higheft to th^ 
loweft ; and is an utter enemy to a rebellious a^d 
levelling fpirit. When oppofed by men who are 
blinded by their prejudices^ pride, or avarice, 
^t tjs watch over our temper^ and bridle ouf 

Cr tongues. 
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tengues. Never let us fpeak againft the whold 
body of the Clergy, and the whole Church, 
beeaufe of the faults of fome of her faithlefs 
and ungodly fons ; and even when we have 
opportunity, let us not wantonly publifli their 
failings. Let us continue, at all times, to pray 
for our Sovereign, for the Queen, and the 
Royal Family ; for divine direction to thofe 
who are at the helm of the ftate ; for the fafety, 
peace, and profperity of the nation; for the pro- 
pagation of the glorious Gofpel, and of pure 
and undefiled religion ; and that there may be 
a great revival of it in the Eftabliftiment, as well 
as out of it.* Let us rejoice in the zeal, the 
diligence, and fuccefs of pious and evangelical 
Minifters of the Church of England ; and avoid 
all rudenefs and incivility, and pay all the ref^ 
pe6l which is due, towards them whofe prin- 
ciples we cannot approve. Let us put on 
^^ bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of 
^^ mind, meeknefs, long-fufFering, forbearing one 
^^ another, and forgiving one another, even as 
^^ Chrift forgave you, fo alfo do ye." 

Give me leave, dear Brethreti, to add, let u$ 
prepare for the crofs. The enemy of Chrift and 
fouls, we have reafon to fear, will not permit 
any inroads to be made on his Kingdom of 

* Mr. Philip Henty, wherever he p#eached, ufually priiyed foj- 
the pariih minider, and for a bleffing upon his mimftry. (See b^ 
Life, 3rd edit. p. 106.) 

Darknefs 
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Darknefs and Vice, without exciting fome fierce 
pppofition againft us, in fome form or other. 
Let us count the coft ; and look well to the 
grounds of our confidence,^ and the fecret fprings 
of our condu6l. While we watch and pray 
againfi: every evil temper, and imprudent aftion, 
under a pretence of boldnefs and zeal for God, 
that may give any Ji^ caiife of offbnce to any 
one, among either Clergy or Laity, let us expe6l 
reproaches, revilings, and to have our names caft 
put as evil. But let us alfo recolledl our Lord's 
words: — (Matt. v. 11, 12.) " Bleflfed are ye 
^^ when men fhall revile you, and perfecute you, 
and fay all manner of evil againft you falf^ly 
for my fake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
^f for great is your reward in Heaven ; for fo 
^^ perfecuted they the Prophets which were be- 
'^ fore you." Thus did the Papifts treat our 
excellent Reformers of the Church of England.* 

Thps 

* Bifliop Jewel, jn his " Apology for the Church of England,'* 
^mplains of the accufations of the Roman Catholics agafnft him 
and his brethren, who feparated from them : which I infeirt, be* 
caufe they are fo very flmilar to the inve6lives which are thrown 
out by fome intemperate writers againfl us^ in the prefent age.— r 
M They roar out," fays he, **iii all places, that we are A^/^a,—- 
** that we are wickjed men,— -that we defpife all good afiions,— thaV 
'* our bufinefs and defign is ih.eju6v(rting monarcJiies and kingdoms, — 
** that we have made a tumultuous defefiioi; from the Catholic 
M Church, and have difturbed the quipt of the Church by a de- 
** tefiable 7^^|^,— -that wc defpife the authority of th? Father^ 
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Thus did the worldly-minded and profane cne-? 
mies of real Chriftianity^ infult and abufe pioua 



** and primitive Councils," &c. ( Jewel's Apology, pp. 5, S^ 

8vo. edit. 1685.) 

He repliet to each of thefe ; but I cannot perfuade my(elf to 
omit what thiif excellent-fj^irited Prelate fays particularly on one 
charg«e of a treafonable nature. 

"It would have been a great affli£lion to us, to be thus bale-. 
A'fully accufed of fo great a crime as treafon^ but that we know 
^ that Chrift himfelf and his Apoftles, and an infinite number eif 
*' other pious Chriflians,*have been made the ob}e£b of public ^ivy^- 
" on the fame pretence ; for Chrift, though he commanded to rem* 
** der to Cafar the things which were Cafar^s^ yet he was accufed of 
" fedition, in that he was fald to defign a change in the govern* 
** ment, and to affe6l and intend a kingdom; and fo they loudljr' 
" charged him before the tribunal of Pilate,—-^ thou Uttejt this num. 
** gOf (fay they) thou art no friend to Cafar, And the Apoftles, 
"although they conftantly taught that we ought to obey magif- 
^* trates, and that every foql {hould be fubjefl to the higher powers, 
<*^— and that not only for fear of wrath and punifhment, but alCo 
** for confcience fake; — yet' they were faid to ftir up the people, 
" and to incite the multitude to rebellion. Haman brought the 
". Jews into the disfavour of Ahafuerus, by reprefenting them, as s 
'* flubbom and rebellious people, that defpifed the edi£^s and laws of 
*' princes. The wicked king Ahab charged Elijah, the prophet of 
*' God, that he troubled Ifrael. Amaziah, the prieft of Bethel, 
^^ accufed Amos, the prophet, of a confpiracy, before Jeroboam ;<—> 
^^ And-hthdd^faiik he, Amos hath confpired againfi thee, in the midfi of^ 
*' tfte houfe of Ifrael*, and the land is not able to bear all his words. In 
\* fliort, TertuUian faith this was the general accufation againft all 
*"* Chriftians in his time, that they were traitors, plotters, and tHe 
*.' common enemies of mankind. And therefore if truth, which ia' 
'^ ftill the fame, fuffers the fame reproaches as it did formerly, it may ' 
'^ indeed feem troublefome and uneafy, but it is not unufual.'* 
(Jewer^ Apology, pp, ^5, ^6.) 

and 
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^nd zealous Miniilers of the GofpeUn the laft 
century.* And could fome have their wifh, w^ 
doubt not, that bonds of reftraint would now be 
laid upon us, and that we muil either be filenced 
or fufFen . O may we be enabled to put a proper 
fftimate on every thing of an earthly nature j 
hold worldly fame, property, and even perfo^ 
nai liberty, with a loofe hand, not knowing the 
things that may befal us. Finally, let me leave 
you with the advice of St. Paul, as far as it 
may be applicable ; — (II. 0>r. vi. 8 — 70 ^^ Giving 
^^ no offence in any thing, that the MJniftry be 
^^ not blamed ; but in all things approving our- 
*^ felves as the Minifters of God, — in much 
^^ patience, in afflidlions, in neceffities, in diA 
'^ trefses, in ftripes, in imprifoiunents, in tumults^ 
^^ in labours, in watchings. In failings, by pure- 
nefs, by knowledge, by long-fufFering, by kind^ 
nefs, by the Holy Ghoft, by love unfeigned^ 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armour of righteoufnefs on the right 
" hand and on the, left.'* 

With regard to the Clergy of the EJlabli/hmenty 
I hope I have faid nothing throughout thcfo 
flieets, difrefpe<ftful of thofe who *^ fulfil their 
^^ miniftry." It has been my happinefs, in com^ 
mon with others of my brethren, to be acquainted. 

* See Calamy's ^< Account of £jc£led Minifters ;" and PalmeiV 
** Nonconformifts' Memorial,'* fafim, 
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with fomc 6f the Order, whom we have loved 
and honoured. Wc have read the writings of 
the Clerg}", on various fubjedls, with delight and 
improvement. We cordially pray for and rejoice 
in their fuccefs, — in promoting the knowledge of 
the pure Gofpel. Glad (hould we be to fee 
Incumbents^ and their Curates, going forth on the 
afternoons and evenings of Sundays, and on the 
Weekdays, into thofe Villages and Hamlets within 
their own precindls, where there are no parifli 
churches, to preach faithfully, and to teach from 
houfe to houfe, the foul-reviving and foul-lanc- 
tifying truths of their Articles, Homilies^ and Lfi-^ 
turgy.=* Let them be the leading labourers in this 
abundant harvcft, and gather in as many fheaves 
as they can ; we will follow them as gleaners, to 
pick up what they may leave ; nay, we will go 
into another part of the wide field, where the 
hulbandmen are few or negligent. It is not 
Qur aim to make profelytes. to a party, by preaching 
about ecclefiq/lical any more than civil polities. 
It is not our wifh to bring one man from the 
Church of England, to become a mere, notional^ 
formal^ rigid Dijfenter. We are not fueh bigots 

* I beg leave to point to an eminent pattern, in the late excellent 
and Rev. Mr. Grimftaw, Curate of Haworth, in Yorkfliire. (See 
« Account of him in **Biographia Evangelica,** vol. IV. p. 394.)- 
I am happy to hear, that a more complete hiftory of that wonderful 
9aB» than has yet appeared, is about to be publifiied by a vencriblc 
^^Icrgyman of London. 
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as td Confine falvation within the circle of-st 
fe6l, as fome, alas ! within the pale of a church :* 
but we long for the difobedient to be turned 
from the error of his way, unto that which is 
lawful and right ; for the wicked to forfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts^ 
and to return unto the Lord, &c. It would 
fill our hearts with delijght and exultation, to 

^ Our Author, with another modem writer, with whojn he 
appears to have been pretty converfant, (even though he could ^^ ad- 
•* mit our motived to be exdufivety religious,- and not political^* J has ** de- 
* * nounced" us guilty of the * * dangerous and Enormous crime of fchifm** 
from the ** Holy Catholic Church ; '* for he declares that, ** by witJi- 
•* drawing from the Eftabliftied Church, without aji^ caufe, we with- 
** draw all communion with Chrift, and forfeit all the promifed 
" bleffings of the gofpel covenant ; for, " fays he, " we are no longer 
*' parties in this covenant, than while we are members of the Holy 
'' Catholic Church; and no man can be a member of this Church, 
** who obferves not conftant communion with her.*' (p. 43,)— —But 
Is there not an "Holy" Romdn "Catholic Church,'* from which - 
the Church of England has feparated and diflented ? — - and has 
not ihe, as the injured and bereft parent, brought aloud, in her 
Il6uri{hing days, not only the charges of (chifm and herefy, but 
of the worft of crimes, againft her rebellious daughter, (fo flic 
would call her) for her elopement, and taking her fortune away 
with her?-^And did not (he denounce the moft tremendous ana- 
themas againft her, for fo doing, ** mtkout* a juji caufe?*^ — And 
doubtlefs the "Holy" Roman " Catholic Church," like our Au- 
thor, took upon herfelf to be the infallible judge of the jujlnefi 

of thdt caufe, ^We thank God, that we know, that communion 

with Chrift; and the bleflings of the gofpel covenant, are not con- 
fined, as he or others may imagine, to any Outward community. 
And I heartily pray, that he and they may enjoy more of them, 
to whatever Church thev may belong, 

hear 
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liter that multitudes of poor iinners^ hitherU^ 
negligent of their falvatjon^ were flocking to hear 
the joyful found of the Gofpel, — " thofe fun- 
" damental Doctrines of Chriflianity which have 
" not been fufficiently ipculcated,*' (p, 18.) — ^from 
the lips of fpiritual^ zealous^ able miniilers^ in their 
own parijh churches ; and to fee them happy in 
the poflefiion of fpiritual peace and patience 
and in the pra6lice of evangelical holinefs. 

And might I be permitted to offer a hint 
to the Clergy of the Eftablifhment, as to the 
MEANS mojl likely to be effedlual to fupprefs 
Village Preaching by Diflenters, and to revive' 
real religion in the Church of England, through- 
out the land ? — ^I would fay, it is not to mif' 
refrefentp malign^ and perfecute them ; but to ex- 
ceed or equal them in labour^ and to render 
their ajjijlance unnecejfary .^ It will be expedient 

* In the mean while it would be happy, if the Cler;^ wert 
like the Minifter of Ofweftry ; who, when Mr. Philip Henry (the 
father of the celebrated Expofitor of the Bible) vifited him, titer he 
liad preached a leflure in his parifli, and told him, he had been fowiaig 
a handful of feed among his people, replied^ "That's well; tiK 
" Lord profper your feed and mine too : there is need enough of 
" us both." (P. Henry's Life, 3rd edit. p. 106.) It is with plea- 
fure I can bring tefiimony to this candour in the prefent age* I have 
been credibly informed, that an ingenious and worthy cleigymaa 
has acknowledged, to his honour, that " his parifli hasl)een greatly 
" reformed, fince the Methodifis (fo called} iiave preached in it ;'* 
and for that reafon encourages rather than oppofe$ them. I make 
xb doubt there are many more fuch iattaacts. 

fyt 
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for them to roufe from their fupinenefs, — from 
that ^^ almoft univerfal lukewarmnefs and indif- 
** fercnce in Chriftians refpe6ling the ejfentiah 
of their religion, the peculiar grounds of their 
faith, of their hopes and their fears," which 
a modern Prelate* acknowledges and laments. 
Let them attend to their late Primate, Archbifliop 
Seeker, in his firft Charge to the Clergy of 
Canterbury Diocefe ; which has thefe remarkable 
words: — ^^ You muft be affiduous in teaching 
^^ the principles, not only of virtue and natural 
^^ religion but of the Gofpel ; not as almoft ex- 
^^ plained away by modern refiners, but as thfe 
^^ truth is in Jefus. You muft fet forth the ori- 
*^ gfnd corfuptidti of our nature ; our redemp- 
tion-according to* God's eternal purpofe in 
Chrift, by the facrifice of the crofs ; our fanc^ 
.^^ tification by the influences of the Divine 
^^ Spirit ; the infufficiency of our good works, 
^ and the efficacy of faith unto falvation." 

It will be neceflary for them to preach with a 
commanding energy and a tender pathos ; to ovef- 
come the hearers, as Bifhop Hopkins did, ^^ aut 
" fuavitate aut vi ;" not to fpeak the moil folemn 
realities with a cold indifference, as if they were 
J^ions and fahles ; but as thofe who, " knowing 
^^ the terrors of the Lord, perfuade men," urging 
them, with all earneftneVs, to ^^ flee from the 
wrath to come," and, as though ^^ Grod did be- 

• Thp PiOiop of Durham. - 
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" feech" finnerq by tbeym, to ^^ pray'* theoi, ** in 
« Chrift's ftead," to be ". reconciled to <Srod/' 

In a word, the Clergy muft attend perfmaUy 
and diligently to their Flocks; and exemplify 
what they preach anc| teachy in fpirit and in con- 
dudl, — if they would put an end to Village 
Preaching. -r- But perhaps I (hall be efttaemed 
impertinent in theie obfervations, even thpuj^ 
they tend to fupprefs the pra6lice that is ex- 
claimed againft as fo formidable, I will therefore 
conclude, in the words of a venerable Clergyman 
of their o^'n Qiurch, which, with very little alte- 
ration, will fuit theprefent fubjeft. — *^The nation 
*^ hath been much alarmed of late with repcfft^cpn- 
'^ cerning the growth and incrfiftfe Qf MetlMltiiak 
f * Would we put a flop to the further progreft of it ? 
" — There is one way by which it may be done; 
^^ and let us of the Eftablifhed Clergy join hand 
" and heart in the wcwrk ; viz. to live mqrc holily^ 
^^ pray more fervently^ prelach more heav^ly^ and- 
*^ labour more diligently, than the Methodift 
^ Minifters appear to do. Then (hall we fooo 
■ ^ hear that Field Preaching is at an end ; an<i 
Chriflians will flock to the Churches to h^sr ue^ 
as they now flock to the Fields to heatihem."* 






* **The Scripture Dof^rinc of Grace," by J. Andrews, lli,. 
of St. Mary Hall, Oxford ; p. £22, note. 

Erratum.' p. 40, 1. 20, for County, read Country. 
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